
 
The love for our native land strengthens our individual and 

national character. Alexander Hamilton 

There is no place in this world warmer than our native land. 

Khem Veasna 

Our native land charms us with inexpressible sweetness, and 

never allows us to forget that we belong to it. Ovid 

 
To love your country is to be proud of it, but also to not be afraid to 

confront its problems and work to solve them. Patriotism is the feeling of love 

and respect of your country, its history and traditions. Patriotism is a natural 

and probably the most important factor of the country’s success, because if 

people are the patriots, they work hard for the development of their country, 

protection of its historical heritage and improvement of the love towards the 

culture of the nation. The people who do not love their native country and have 

no idea about its traditions and history are not able to be called the people of this 

country, they are just the citizens who just live on its territory. We asked students 

to share what makes them love their country and they share their points of view 

on the pages of ALMA MATER 

 

I love Ukraine as it has 

beautiful nature, a lot of smart and 

good people. There are many 

modern cities and places in my 

beloved Ukraine, found nowhere 

else in the world. My friends and 

parents live here. My homeland is 

very big and varied. Huge cities 

such as Dnipro, Kyiv, and Odessa 

are prosperous and very large. Clean 

air, large and spacious fields make 

Ukraine the best country in the 

world. Ukraine is my homeland and I love it very much! 

First of all, this is the place where we were born and raised, which we 

walked along and across. Secondly, the Motherland is our home country. You can’t 

change your homeland, as you can't change your parents, those who gave us lives. 
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I believe that where a person was born, there they should live for all their life. For 

me, my homeland is my native Ukraine. 

I love my country very much, despite the fact that maybe someone thinks it's 

better somewhere else. I am sure that for a real patriot of the country there can be 

nowhere better than in their native land. 

Our lives will depend only on ourselves. But native Ukraine now really 

needs our strength and our knowledge, because only we «can set it on its feet».  

Ukrainians are not only a large and strong-willed nation; they are one huge 

hospitable family. And in any family, the well-being and good relations are there 

where everyone is dedicated to their work, to the benefits of others. Family is a 

holy word on the earth for me, and the mother of this family is my Ukraine. 

I am happy that I was born and live in Ukraine. I love my native land for its 

vast, beautiful and boundless recourses. The indescribable beauty of nature pleases 

and fascinates the soul. 

Our country is famous for its beautiful smart people, fertile land and rich 

natural resources. I know that Ukraine is a strong and peaceful country with great 

potential and bright future. 

Vadim Doronin, gr.915 

*** 
My Motherland is Ukraine, one of 

the largest states in Europe in terms of its 

territory; our nation has a long history, 

traditions and customs. It is impossible not 

to love Ukraine! 

Homeland is a place where I was 

born and where I study. This is my home, 

my courtyard, my school, my parents, and 

my neighbours. 

The most symbolic plant that defines 

the Ukrainian nation for most Ukrainians 

is the red viburnum. It is a symbol of our constant struggle for freedom, mourning 

for the slain Heroes and faith in future independence. It is a pity that this symbol is 

still relevant. Because the war is still going on. Viburnum, Ukrainian viburnum 

grows on the yard near my house. This plant is very famous on the territory of our 

state. 

From ancient times Ukrainians like forests and some trees differ from others 

and have already become talismans of the nation. It was believed that gods and 

spirits lived in the crown of a tree and in the healing waters of springs. Such sacred 

trees were mainly oak, willow, birch, cherry, pine, poplar, and ash. Our capital 

cannot be imagined without chestnut trees, and the chestnut tree is a symbol of the 

capital of our country. 

My country is rich in endless forests, steppes and the Carpathian and 

Crimean Mountains. A wide variety of animals, birds and fish live on the territory 

of Ukraine. 



The people who live here are of great value of our country. Ukraine is a 

multinational country, and every person in it is distinguished by hospitality, the 

ability to give a helping hand in difficult times, even to a stranger. 

I am proud of my people, who defeated the Nazis during the Great Patriotic 

War. These were really brave people who gave their lives to defeat the fascists. 

I really love our Ukrainian cuisine. These are grandma's borshch, vareniki 

with sour cream. There is nothing tastier than these dishes. It is great to have a rest 

in a summer cottage with your family, relatives and friends. Here, my favorite dish 

is shashlik on the fire. I love this taste and smell of shashlik in nature like no other 

in my country. 

Sergiy Nazarenko, gr. 915 

*** 

Have you ever thought what the word «country» means? It originates from 

French and Latin and means “land spread before one”. But if you add the word 

“native” - the meaning will be 

different to every person. To 

someone a native country means 

home, to another person it is a 

place where they have made their 

career, to my cousin it means the 

place where she has met her friend, to 

my dad it is a place where he met his 

wife, to me it is a place where I’m 

starting getting to know myself. 

Obviously I do love my native country, I love Ukraine. 

I remember my family travelling around the country when I was a child. The 

landscapes were as beautiful as the pictures in the Internet, the food was delicious 

and the people were very hospitable. It was great to feel a part of it. And when I 

came back home I was so proud to show the photos and to tell the stories about my 

lovely Ukraine and the places I visited.  

As long as we had History of Ukraine lessons I have been told how 

powerful, heroic, courageous and fearless both Ukrainians and Ukraine itself were. 

Suffering from wars, injustice and absence of freedom, it made its way to the aim 

of being free and happy. How cannot these facts cause love and respect towards the 

country? 

Now, being a student, I can see how many opportunities Ukraine is able to 

provide. Good education, well paid jobs, improving standards of living - this all 

can be ours , under one condition - willing to grow and be useful to the country. 

  To sum everything up, I do love Ukraine, however this love is not blind ‒ it 

has grown while getting to know myself and getting to know the county which is 

my motherland. 

Andriy Maliuk, gr.915 

 



*** 
Everyone has their homeland, the place where he or she was born and raised, 

and the place of which they have their best memories. Homeland is the only and 

unchanging thing in your life. My 

homeland is Ukraine. I love my country, it 

is unique, the only one in the world. The 

country where you meet the most beautiful 

girls and the strongest men. Here you can 

treat the most delicious dishes which are 

served with sincere hospitality. Ukrainians 

are one big family. Wherever you go, you 

will always have support. It is the country 

where the most melodic language is 

spoken. Ukraine has its own picturesque 

landscapes, fertile steppes and flowering deer, seas and rivers, mountains and 

meadows, beautiful forests and groves. Our writers, who are known all over the 

world, call to love Ukraine despite all disagreements and hardships we have. 

During their long and rich history, Ukrainians have been able to achieve 

independence, rights and freedoms for all its inhabitants, no matter how difficult it 

was, but our people were able to do it thanks to their unity, friendship and powerful 

«inner force». This power was provided by the native home, the native land. It 

inspires to gain strength for new achievements and victories. Ukraine is known 

worldwide for its talented people who won victories in various fields of culture, 

sports and so on. Ukraine is a powerful country, but we should help it firmly stand 

on its own feet, support, believe and love! 

Ilona Dovhal, gr.915 

*** 

I love my country. Why? Well, at least because I was born here and have 

been living for seventeen happy years of my life. In general, my country is the 

most picturesque corner of the world. Maybe 

someone will disagree with this, but for me my 

native land is the best. 

In fact, our country is really beautiful. And 

this is not just the opinion of its inhabitants. All 

twenty-four regions of Ukraine are not usual, 

each has its own sights and they are beautiful on 

their own way. 
About 20% of the Ukrainian territory is 

mixed forests. Most of the forests are located in 

the north-west of the country in the so-called 

Polissia, in the Carpathians. Also, in Ukraine there are many mineral resources, 

fertile soils, but the main value of the country is its people. You know that it is 

impossible to love something only for its appearance, the inner qualities are more 



important. If we talk about a person this is, of course, their inner world, behavior 

and character. But as for the country these are the people who live there. 

I really love the people who live in Ukraine. It is clear that not all people are 

the same, but most of them are very warm-hearted and sympathetic people who 

never hide their true emotions. For me, it is important when a person expresses 

what they feel openly and do not conceal anything. These people are very good and 

devoted friends who will never leave you in a difficult situation. And not only 

friends, a lot of people on the street are ready to help if you really need it. This is 

very valuable. 

Therefore, I really love the country in which I live in, and not only because it 

is my homeland. 

Margarita Popik, gr.915 

*** 
Ukraine is a country with a great history, which has gone through a lot but is 

now flourishing. Every citizen loves our country for something important 

specifically for them, I also have many reasons to love Ukraine. 

First of all in our country there are many opportunities, you can be almost 

anyone if you really want to and stubbornly go towards your goal. All spheres of 

activity are gradually developing in Ukraine, you can be almost anyone, and you 

will still be needed by your country and people around you. I am glad that I am 

studying in the specialty "Cyber security", because our country needs such 

specialists, and I will be happy to make my own contribution to the prosperity and 

development of our country, because if I work in a bank, I can prevent large losses 

of public money, thereby saving a part of the national economy. Even if I get a job 

in a small business, it is possible to make a career ladder and become an Internet 

giant. 

I also like our mentality, most of our people are kind, and really kind, 

without hypocrisy as in Western countries. For example, in Poland, wherever you 

go, they smile, but all this is the act of decency, nothing more, and it makes me 

happy that our people say what they think not hiding anything behind the words. 

I also really want to visit the Carpathians, many friends have already been 

there, but I was not lucky enough to see the beautiful regions of the Carpathians 

and conquer the top of Hoverla, the highest point in the territory of Ukraine, but 

soon I will definitely visit it! 

I hope that the country in which I live will develop rapidly, and please its 

citizens, and the Ukrainian people will always be happy!  

Timur Terentiev, gr.915  

 

This essay is dedicated to my love to Ukraine. I would like to say that there 

are several reasons why I consider my homeland to be a wonderful country. Many 

people say about the external beauty of our country and I will undoubtedly agree 

with them. Our region is rich in mountain ranges, turbulent rivers, rocks, caves and 

wide steppes. And the most beautiful thing is its bright blue endless sky above our 

green edge. I also can't help but say about our architecture. Ancient houses, 



theaters, museums and temples. Most of all I like Gothic architecture. Such cult 

examples are the Cathedral of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary, the Castle of 

Richard the Lionheart, the Castle of Baron Steingel and the Church of the 

Exaltation of the Holy Cross. 

Speaking about Ukraine I cannot help mentioning delicious and various 

national cuisine. For example, borshch is famous all over the world and our famous 

lard is bought at all foreign stores. Besides dairy products, grain crops, meat 

products are all appreciated not only in our country, but also abroad. 

Another important factor is the rich history of our country. During my study, 

I was repeatedly inspired by our fighting spirit, solidarity and desire for 

independence. For many years we have been fighting for our freedom and equality 

with other countries. Undoubtedly, the diligence of our compatriots is bearing fruit, 

and now we live in a free and independent state. Love your homeland and it will 

repay you in kind. 

Nazar Andrieiev, gr.915 

*** 

 Each of us has one and the only Motherland. Firstly, this is the place where 

we were born and raised. Secondly, the Motherland is our native country. I love 

my country very much. One of the reasons why I love my country is our customs 

and traditions. I can’t say that our family follow all the traditions but some of them 

we keep with honour. Ukrainian traditions are very interesting and all of them have 

a rich history. Our ancestors passed on 

these traditions from generation to 

generation. The feeling when the 

whole family gathers at the festive table for 

the holidays like Christmas or Easter is 

unforgettable. 

 I love Ukraine for its people. They’re 

friendly, hospitable, and brave. They are 

always ready to help each other. Also, they 

are hardworking and honest. Ukrainian people are very talented. There are many 

writers, poets, musicians, artists and sportsmen that are famous all over the world. 

 Ukrainian language sounds very sweet. Ukrainians are proud of it. Our 

language has a very long history and there were times when it was forbidden to 

speak and write in Ukrainian. I think that the soul of nation lives in the mother 

tongue and it is passed down from generation to generation. 

 Our country is still quite young, so its future is completely in the hands of 

our contemporaries and future generations. Now there are prospects for the 

development of our country in all industries. New opportunities are emerging for 

young people to make a great contribution to Ukraine in the future. 

 In conclusion, I am convinced that the Ukrainian state is a powerful and 

peaceful country. I sincerely believe in the best. 

Arsenii Romanenko, gr.913  



‘Love Ukraine’ by Volodymyr Sosyura 

Ukrainian poet Volodymyr Sosiura (1898-1965) in his poem “Love Ukraine” 

(1944) stated that one cannot respect other nations without respect for one’s own. 

 

Love your Ukraine, love as you would the sun, 

The wind, the grasses and the streams 

together… 

Love her in happy hours, when joys are won, 

And love her in her time of stormy weather. 

Love her in happy dreams and when awake, 

Ukraine in spring’s white cherry-blossom veil. 

Her beauty is eternal for your sake;  

Her speech is tender with the nightingale. 

As in a garden of fraternal races, 

She shines above the ages. Love Ukraine 

With all your heart, and with exultant faces 

Let all your deeds her majesty maintain. 

For us she rides alone on history’s billows, 

In the sweet charm of space she rules apart, 

For she is in the stars, is in the willows, 

And in each pulse-beat of her people’s heart, 

In flowers and tiny birds, and lights that shine, 

In every epic and in every song, 

In a child’s smile, in maidens’ eyes divine, 

And in the purple flags above the throng… 

Youth! For her sake give your approving laughter, 

Your tears, and all you are until you die… 

For other races you’ll not love hereafter 

Unless you love Ukraine and hold her high. 

Young woman! As you would her sky of blue, 

Love her each moment that your days remain. 

Your sweetheart will not keep his love for you, 

Unless he knows you also love Ukraine. 

Love her in love, in labour, and in fight, 

As if she were a song at heaven’s portal… 

Love her with all your heart and all your might, 

And with her glory we shall be immortal. 

Translated by C.H. Andrusyshen and Watson Kirkconnell 
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